THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES
Prince. In the autumn of the year he found support during
the Council which was being held at Nottingham and seized
the castle of the town; before the end of the year Mortimer
had been hanged and quartered as a common traitor at Tyburn,
Through the Pope's intercession the Queen was spared. She
had still nearly thirty years to live, but her son kept her con-
fined to one manor. He paid her visits with some pomp, but
she had no further effect upon the life of England. She never
regained her freedom,
The Attempt to recover Scotland. For seven years,
until he was twenty-five, young Edward III did all he could to
restore the old status of the English Crown in Scotland. It
was a difficult task. He had to act indirectly, because there
had been a solemn treaty and abandonment of the supremacy,
as we have seen. But when, in 1332, John Balliol, the son of
that Balliol who had been supported by, and had betrayed*
Edward I, tried to get hold of the Scottish crown, and actually
had himself crowned for the moment, Edward III intrigued
with him. A border foray in the next year, March 1333, was
taken as a pretext by Edward for besieging Berwick, and
Balliol was given command of the siege. Edward came up
and won a victory at Halidon Hill; the young King of Scotland,
Bruce, was sent overseas by his wife (who was Edward's sister),
and Balliol was set on the throne again in 1334. He behaved
subserviently to the English King, even handing over the
south-east of the country to the English Crown; and perhaps
if Edward III had concentrated on the Scottish policy he
might have recovered his grandfather's position as suzerain.
But it happened to be just the moment when a much greater
thing distracted his attention—an unexpected opportunity
offered him to become King of France and England combined;
to realize that Anglo-French realm which ever since the Con-
quest, and especially since the coining of the Plantagenets,
had floated in the public mind of Western Europe as a per-
manent possibility.
Edward Hi's Claim to the French Throne. The French
kings had come down in direct descent from father to son for
three centuries and a half, from Hugh Capet, the first of the
line to be crowned (987). The family had been of half-royal
position long before that, and went bade to the great Dukes
of Francia (the country round Paris), rulers of the Loire

